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Commander’s Message 
 

D/C Stephanie Ward, AP 

Commander  
D/C Stephanie J. Ward, AP 
wardleap@comcast.net 
(ABClub Delaware Valley) (484) 684-4837 
120 E Wilmont Avenue 
Somers Point, NJ 08244 
Executive Officer  
D/Lt/C Charles Wells, SN-CN 
wellsatsea@aol.com 
(ABClub Kent Narrows) (301) 325-8568 
28630 Hope Circle 
Easton, MD  21601 
Educational Officer  
D/Lt/C John O’Reilly, JN-CN 
John.oreilly@americasboatingchannel.com 
(ABClub Cambridge) (410) 412-4027 
21909 Lovers Lane 
Rock Hall, MD  21661-1222 
Administrative Officer  
D/Lt/C Joseph P. Gibson, AP 
joesboat.jg@gmail.com 
(ABClub Rockville)  (301) 503-3206 
19365 Cypress Ridge Terrace 
Leesburg, VA  20176 
Secretary  
D/Lt/C Penn Hess, AP 
p_hess@msn.com 
(ABClub Absecon Island) (609) 605-5909 
1763 Dewberry Lane 
Cherry Hill, NJ  08003-3317 
Treasurer  
D/1st/Lt Frank Hudson, Jr., P 
fhudson@cruisincajun.com 
(ABClub Colonial VA) (757) 870-3023 
105 N Fern Cove Court 
Yorktown, VA  23693-3728 
Asst. Educational Officer  
D/1st/Lt Michael J. Maszczenski, Jr., N 
maszmike@gmail.com 
(ABClub of Annapolis) (410) 739-7800 
103 Little Neck Road 
Stevensville, MD  21666 
Asst. Administrative Officer 
D/1st/Lt William J. Hammett, JN 
billmarth@gmail.com 
(ABClub Coastal Virginia) (757) 868-8526 
3312 Shakespeare Court 
Virginia Beach, VA  23452 
Asst. Secretary  
D/1st/Lt Apryl Bernard, P 
aprylber@msn.com 
(ABClub Absecon Island) (609) 432-7449 
1127 Riverside Drive 
Mays Landing, NJ  08330 
Flag Lieutenant 
D/F/Lt David R. Bernard, AP 
breezin31@comcast.net 
ABClub Absecon Island  (609) 412-6767 
121 Tereck Road 
Buena, NJ  08310 
Immediate P/D/C 
P/D/C Michael Payne, AP 
Payne.michael@dol.gov 
(ABClub Kent Narrows) (615) 478-6239 
136 Bay Avenue 
Stevensville, MD  21666-2922 
 
 

 It’s hard for me to believe that this is the last 
of my Commander’s messages.  As the saying 
goes,  “time flies when you’re having fun” and this 
past year has definitely been a testament to that!  I 
would like to sincerely thank all America’s Boating 
Club Mid-Atlantic members for putting your trust in 
me to “Reach for the Stars.”  I like to think that 
we’ve reached a few of them! 
 
 As we’ve emerged from Covid, I am confident 
that our District will continue to grow and thrive.  I 
just returned from the 2023 Annual Meeting in Or-
lando, FL and was so proud of our District’s repre-
sentation and accomplishments. We continue to be 
the premier organization when it comes to teaching 
safe boating! 
 
 I’m also excited about the things that are be-
ing done to support the Districts and Squadrons.  
As many of you know, we recently rolled out a 
marketing campaign in the Chesapeake Bay Maga-
zine, funded by the Henry Sweet Trust.  If you 
haven’t seen the ads, please check the magazine or 
log directly onto the landing page: 
www.abc-midatlantic.org.  People can  click on a 
variety of interesting topics, including America’s 
Boating Channel and submit their contact infor-
mation, which will be forwarded to the local squad-
ron.  I think this will give us outstanding visibility in 
an area where many of our prospective members 
boat.   
 
 During this past year we’ve had three excel-
lent District  conferences and councils which were 
successful because of the efforts of your Bridge 
and committee members.  I would like to thanks 
Executive Officer Chuck Wells, Administrative Of-

(Continued on page 3) 
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ficer Joe Gibson, Educational Officer John O’Reilly, Secretary Penn Hess,   Treasurer 
Frank Hudson, Assistant Secretary Apryl Bernard, Assistant Educational Officer Mike 
Maszczenski, Assistant Administrative Officer Bill Hammett and Flag Lieutenant Dave 
Bernard.  If you attended any of the wonderful cocktail parties that were held here 
or at the National level, you know how hard all of the aides worked, led by Megan 
Humphrey and Judy Stow.  Thanks to all of you! 
 
I’ve also had the pleasure to attend a number of local squadrons for their holiday 
parties and Changes of Watch and I would like to thank them for their hospitality.  
As Paul has said,  “I haven’t met anyone I didn’t like in America’s Boating Club Mid-
Atlantic!” 
 
I would like to congratulate the incoming Bridge and wish them the very best.  I 
know with your support and participation we will continue to Reach for the Stars! 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie Ward 
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Mark 5 Staff 

 
Editor 
 
 D/1st/Lt Apryl  Bernard, P 
 aprylber@msn.com 
 (Absecon Island) (609) 432-7449 
 1127 Riverside Drive 
 Mays Landing, NJ  08330 
 
Staff 
  
  
 Readers 
 D/Lt Gail Becker, S (Patapsco River) 
 D/Lt Walter Lazear, AP (No. Virginia) 
 P/C Judy Stow, S (SML) 
 D/Lt Nance Bernard (Absecon Island) 
 D/Lt Nancy Gorman, S (Potomac River) 
 
 
Photographer: 
 
 D/Lt Sari Lafferty, AP (Kent Narrows) 
 D/Lt Stu Myers, AP (Annapolis) 
 D/Lt Britne Field, P (Absecon Island) 
 D/Lt Rosa Gibson (Rockville) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
2023 
 
 
30 Mar-2 Apr District 5 Spring Conference Princess Royale, OC, MD 
 
14-16 April Bay Bridge Boat Show  Stevensville, MD 
 
28-30 April Annapolis Spring Sailboat Show Annapolis, MD 
 
28-30 July District 5 Summer Council Rock Hall, MD 
 
7-10 Sept. Atlantic City In-Water Boat Show  Atlantic City, NJ 
 
5-8 October Annapolis Powerboat Show Annapolis, MD 
 
12-15 October Annapolis Sailboat Show  Annapolis, mD 
 
2-5 November District 5 Fall Conference Lithicum Heights, MD 
 
4-10 Feb 2024 America’s Boating Club   Rosen Plaza 
  Annual Meeting   Orlando, FL 

D/5 Hospitality Suite 


